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             ADVENT CANDLES YEAR A 
 

First Sunday in Advent  
 
Look, look, he is coming.  
 The Son of Man is coming on the clouds of heaven. 
 
READING: Matthew 24: 44b 
   “Be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an  
      unexpected hour.’“ 
 
Let us pray 
 
  Lord, help us to prepare for your coming. 
  You came into our world in order that we might  
  enter yours. 
  Help us to put our lives in order. 
  Help us to push aside the trivial 
  for the real things in life. 
  Lord, prepare us for the Spirit of Christmas, 
  for you are coming, 
  whether we are ready or not. 
  Help us to be ready. 
  Amen 
 
Look, look, he is coming 
 Make us ready for his return 
 

[Light the first Advent candle] 

 
We sing the first two verses of the Advent Candle Song 
 



 

  Second Sunday in Advent  
   

 
Look, look, he is coming.   
 Here comes the one who will call us to repentance. 
 
READING: Matthew 3:3 
   “This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke 
   when he said, ‘The voice of one crying out in the  
   wilderness:  “Prepare the way of the Lord, make 
         his paths straight.”’ 
 
Let us pray: 
 
  God our Father, you spoke to the prophets of old 
  of a Saviour who would bring peace. 
  You helped them to spread the joyful message 
  of his coming kingdom. Help us, as we prepare to  
  celebrate his birth, to share with those around us the 
  good news of your power and love. 
  We ask this through Jesus Christ, 
  the Light who is coming into the world.  Amen 
 
Look, look, he is coming 
 Help us to listen to the prophets  
 who are crying out to us today 
 
 

[Light the second Advent candle.]  

 

We sing the first three verses of the Advent Candle Song 
 
 

 

             

NOTES 
 

In Advent, many churches adopt the practice of 

lighting candles  

on an Advent ring to prepare for Christmas.  

A simple dish decorated with greenery,  

with four red candles  

around a centre white candle. 

One red candle is lit on the first Sunday in Advent, two the 

following Sunday and so on. On Christmas Day the centre white 

candle is lit together with all the red candles. 

  

Churches and Preachers are free to include it in at an 

appropriate point in the service 

 

Verses from the  hymn “”Come and light the candles ”  on  the 

opposite page can be used following the lighting of the candles 

each week. A power point version is included 

 

THE LENT CROSS 
 

During Lent, you are encouraged to place objects of the 

“Passion” on a cross made from a Christmas Tree. (If you are 

using a real Christmas Tree you are asked to strip away the 

branches and keep the trunk to make the cross).  In this way we 

move from symbolism of Incarnation to the pain of Crucifixion  

and the joy of Resurrection. 

 
 

Some of this material copyrighted: 

Advent Candle Song © Christian Aid from “Shine on, Star of Bethlehem” 

compiled by Geoffrey Duncan. Published by Canterbury Press (2004) 

© 2001 Revd. David Alderman 

© 2004 Revd. Ian Smart 

Please ensure you have the appropriate copyright licence before copying 

words or using the PowerPoint.. 



 

SONG. 
 

 
 
 
 Come and light the candles on the Advent ring  
 scattering the darkness till the world shall sing. 
 
Week 1.    
 We are all God's people, waiting in this place,  
 hoping that in Jesus we shall see God's face. 
 
Week 2.    
 Prophet voices speaking clear, like a burning flame,  
 making sure our world will never be the same. 
 
Week 3.    
 John the Baptist telling us God wants to forgive,  
 calling us to change the way we work and live. 
 
Week 4.   
 Mary, full of courage, echoing God's yes,  
 going on the journey God will greatly bless. 
 
Christmas   
Day.   Jesus in the midst of us, filling us with joy,  
 giving us the life which nothing can destroy. 
 
 
 
 

Tune: Glenfinlas 
Words copyright - Christian Aid 

 

 

             Third Sunday of Advent                                   
    
 

  Look, look, he is coming.  
 Here comes the Lord’s messenger,  
 proclaiming Good News 
 
 
READING: Matthew 11: 10 
   This is the one about whom it is written, 
   “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
   who will prepare your way before you.” 
 
 
Let us pray: 
 
  By your power Sovereign Lord,  you sent  
  John the Baptist to prepare the way for your Son: 
  Help us to listen to his message 
  and follow his example of boldness and self-denial, 
  Through Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
 
Look, look, he is coming 
 Help us to prepare a way for the Lord. 
 
 

[Light the second Advent candle.]  

 
 
We sing the first four verses of the Advent Candle Song 
 

 



 

 Fourth Sunday of Advent                                
   

Look, look he is coming.   
 But not as a King does the Saviour come, but as the 
 child of a lowly maiden. 
 
READING: Matthew 1:23 
   ’Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
   and they shall name him Emmanuel’, which  
   means,  ‘God is with us.’  
 
Let us pray: 
  O God,  
  the source of all insight, 
  whose coming was  
  revealed to the nations not among men of power 
  but on a woman's lap; 
  give us grace to seek you 
  where you may be found, 
  that the wisdom of this world may be humbled, 
  and to discover your unexpected joy, 
  through Christ our Lord. 
 Amen 
 
Look, look, he is coming 
 May our trust of God be like that of Mary 
 

[Light the fourth candle.]  

 
We sing the first five verses of the Advent Candle Song 
 
 
 

 

      Christmas Eve/Day                                                
   

 

Look, look, he is here.  
 The saviour of the world is here.  
 Born in a stable and laid in a food trough. 
  
READING: Luke 2: 6-7 
   While they were there, the time came for her to  
   de liver her child. And she gave birth to her  
   firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of  
   cloth, and laid him in a manger, because  
   there was no place for them in the inn. 
 
Let us pray: 
  O God our father, whose Word has come among us 
  in the Holy Child of Bethlehem: 
  may the light of faith illumine our hearts 
  and shine in our deeds; 
  through him who is Christ the Lord, 
  who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
  one God, now and for ever. 
 Amen 
 
Look, look, he is here 
 We will make him  
 welcome 
 

[The White Centre Christ Candle Is lit]  

 
 
We sing the whole of the Advent Candle Song 


