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Holiness and Justice 

 

The resources that follow and the accompanying 

PowerPoint have been designed to support groups 

seeking to explore the Holiness and Justice booklet 

produced by 2016/17 President of Conference Revd 

Dr Roger Walton and Vice President of Conference 

Rachel Lampard.  

Copies of the booklet can be ordered from 

Methodist Publishing by telephoning: 

0845 017 8220  

or online: 

www.methodistpublishing.org.uk/books/ab020-ct-

16/holiness-and-justice 

Pdf. copies of the booklet can be downloaded at:  

www.methodist.org.uk/mission/holiness-and-justice 

 

 

 

These materials can be used at any time of the year. 

For those seeking to use the materials in Lent or 

another period of less than seven weeks we 

recommend that you simply select which of the 

seven pictures you work with. We do recommend 

that you start with the first picture Making a 

difference and the accompanying material as this 

sets the tone for the other sessions. 

 

The images are all used by kind permission of the 

Methodist Pioneer, Presbyter and Artist, Ric Stott. 

For more about the pictures please visit Ric’s 

website www.iaskforwonder.com 

 

The Bible Study and prayer material in this resource 

has been prepared by Revd Dr Caroline Wickens. 

 

 

http://www.methodistpublishing.org.uk/books/ab020-ct-16/holiness-and-justice
http://www.methodistpublishing.org.uk/books/ab020-ct-16/holiness-and-justice
http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/holiness-and-justice
http://www.iaskforwonder.com/
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ONE | Making a Difference  

 

Read through the ‘Making a Difference’ material in 

the booklet. 

 

 

 

Share a conversation around the question ‘What 

difference would you like to make?’ If it is helpful, do this 

in 2s before inviting those who wish to share their 

thoughts with the whole group. 

  

Spend a few moments in quiet reflection on the 

picture. Then share some thoughts on what the 

picture says about how we can make a difference. 

 

    

On his website Ric Stott explains that ‘This painting is based on an image of              

Sophie Scholl, a political activist in Nazi Germany. In 1943 her work of non-violent 

resistance against the government led to her execution by guillotine at the age of 21.  
 

Here she is: still, strong and resolute’. 

  

 

Biblical Study | Micah 6:6-8: What God Requires 

 
 

 
6 “With what shall I come before the Lord, and 

bow myself before God on high? 

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 

with calves a year old? 
7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of 

rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 

the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and 

what does the Lord require of you 

but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to 

walk humbly with your God? 

 

 

Micah was a prophet of the eighth century, around the same time as Amos. Like Amos, Micah is 

appalled by the injustice of his society. A little earlier in his prophecy, we read these words: 

 

Its rulers give judgment for a bribe, its priests teach for a price, its prophets give oracles for money; 

yet they lean upon the Lord and say, “Surely the Lord is with us! No harm shall come upon us.” 
 

(Micah 3:11).  
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Micah wants his hearers to understand that God’s 

favour rests only on those who do justice – this is what 

God wants of his people. In these verses, he describes 

more and more exaggerated ways of seeking God’s 

favour through worship. Burnt offerings were a regular 

feature of Israelite worship; calves could be offered in 

the normal routine. Then the prophet’s rhetoric raises 

the level: what about thousands of rams and rivers of 

oil? Then comes the taboo proposal of human sacrifice, 

the desperate last resort of pagan religion, outlawed in 

Israelite tradition.  

Micah’s answer cuts through all this hysterical 

posturing. None of this makes any difference; it is all 

about a lifestyle with three characteristics – justice, 

kindness and humility. These abstract nouns are paired 

with action verbs to highlight the reality that these are 

choices about the way we behave. They are not just for 

the armchair thinker but for real people living real 

lives. God requires us (it’s a strong word) to do justice, 

then to go beyond the strict demands of justice to 

exercise kindness, and then to walk humbly with God. 

Our relationships with others must be characterised by 

justice and unfailing generosity. Our relationship with 

God must be characterised by humility.  

These words are easy to say or sing (see Albert Bayly’s 

hymn What does the Lord require? Hymns & Psalms 

414). They are much harder to live out. It is a massive 

challenge consistently to ‘do justice; love kindness; 

walk humbly with God’ – as anyone discovers who tries 

to live the Christian life.  

 

Ric Stott’s picture reflects this challenge. It is based as 

we note earlier on an image of Sophie Scholl, executed 

by the Nazis in 1943 for distributing anti-war leaflets in 

Munich. Sophie’s life ended when she was just 21, 

because of her commitment to justice.  

Jesus was passionate about justice and kindness; he 

knew how to walk closely with God, and he called his 

disciples to follow him, sharing his passion and his walk 

with God. As Jesus’ disciples, we too are his 

companions. Does this companionship make it easier 

to walk the road to holiness through the world of 

action?  

When we do find the grace to take such a path, like 

Sophie, we make a difference. Jesus said: 

 

13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its 

taste, how can its saltiness be restored?                      

It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out 

and trampled under foot. 

14 “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill 

cannot be hid. 15 No one after lighting a lamp puts it 

under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand,   

and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same 

way, let your light shine before others, so that they 

may see your good works and give glory to your 

Father in heaven. 
 

(Matthew 5:13-16, NRSV) 

 

 

 

 

                Salt makes a difference – think about bread or potatoes 

without any. Light makes a difference – remember the last 

time you experienced a power cut. Jesus challenges us to make 

a difference through living lives of visible holiness and justice – 

and he walks with us on the road, to encourage us when we 

are weary, to pick us up when we fall down and to remind us 

that the cross is never the end.  
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To talk about | Here are some simple ideas to start on making a church of Holiness and Justice with 

questions and resources to stimulate conversation and action. 

 

1. Reflect locally on how Holiness and Justice is or could be a hallmark of your church. How might you 
facilitate some honest conversations about how holy and just your church is?  

 

Are there particular spaces in which themes of holiness and justice could be explored more fully? For 
example gatherings for worship -- how do they convey a sense of holiness and how might issues of 
justice be addressed in preaching and prayer?  
 

2. Develop your own rule of life which focuses, expresses and galvanises your Christian commitment 
and translated beliefs into actions. For help with this visit:  
 

http://www.methodist.org.uk/media/831306/dd-explore-devotion-writing-a-rule-of-life-0313.pdf 
 
 

3. Extend hospitality – move from being a friendly church to one that is hospitable.  
 

- How might you welcome others better? 

- For whom might your Church be a home? 

- Are you willing to be changed by those who share with you? 

 

4. Identify the places of injustice locally and nationally that your church can attend to. For ideas and 
help with this visit the website of the Joint Public Issues Team: http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/ 

 

 

Prayer Activity | If you have access to copies of Singing the Faith, look at the hymns in the section 

entitled ‘Our Journey with God’ and choose one that speaks to you about the ways God enables us 

to make a difference and to be different.  

 

A closing prayer 

God of holiness and justice,  

We acknowledge before you  

That we have not always done justice, loved kindness, or walked humbly at your side.  

Set us free from all that creates injustice and unkindness,  

and from the pride that cuts us off from you. 

Strengthen us to walk the path of justice, even if it leads to the cross 

Until we become salt and light for our communities,  

Through the loving companionship of Jesus 

Amen.  

 

Suggested Hymn (to sing at the beginning or the end if desired): STF 560 My eyes be open to your 

presence or STF 566 Take my life and let it be. 

http://www.methodist.org.uk/media/831306/dd-explore-devotion-writing-a-rule-of-life-0313.pdf
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/

