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TWO | Wonder and Amazement 

 

Spend a few moments in quiet reflection on the picture. 

 

Read through the ‘Wonder and Amazement’ material in 

the booklet. 

 

Share a conversation around the question ‘ When have 

you expereinced wonder or amazement?’ If it is helpful, 

do this in 2s before inviting those who wish to share their 

thoughts with the whole group. 

 

 

 

Biblical Study | Readings from Psalm 8 and the Gospel of Luke. 

 

Psalm 8 
Divine Majesty and Human Dignity 
To the leader: according to The Gittith. A Psalm of David. 
 
1 O Lord, our Sovereign, 
    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
You have set your glory above the heavens. 
2 Out of the mouths of babes and infants 
you have founded a bulwark because of your foes, 
    to silence the enemy and the avenger. 
3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,  
    the moon and the stars that you have established;  
4 what are human beings that you are mindful of them, 
    mortals that you care for them? 
5 Yet you have made them a little lower than God, 
    and crowned them with glory and honour. 
6 You have given them dominion over the works of your hands; 
    you have put all things under their feet, 
7 all sheep and oxen, 
    and also the beasts of the field, 
8 the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, 
    whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 
9 O Lord, our Sovereign, 
    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

 
 



5 
 

 

Luke 2:25-38 
Jesus Is Presented in the Temple 
 
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose 
name was Simeon; this man was righteous 
and devout, looking forward to the 
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 
rested on him.  
26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy 
Spirit that he would not see death before he 
had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Guided by 
the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; 
and when the parents brought in the child 
Jesus, to do for him what was customary 
under the law, 28 Simeon took him in his 
arms and praised God, saying, 
29 “Master, now you are dismissing your    
                   servant in peace, 
      according to your word; 
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31     which you have prepared in the  
            presence of all peoples, 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
    and for glory to your people Israel.” 

33 And the child’s father and mother were 
amazed at what was being said about him. 34 
Then Simeon blessed them and said to his 
mother Mary, “This child is destined for the 
falling and the rising of many in Israel, and 
to be a sign that will be opposed 35 so that 
the inner thoughts of many will be 
revealed—and a sword will pierce your own 
soul too.” 
36 There was also a prophet, Anna the 
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. 
She was of a great age, having lived with her 
husband seven years after her marriage, 37 
then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. 
She never left the temple but worshipped 
there with fasting and prayer night and day. 
38 At that moment she came, and began to 
praise God and to speak about the child to 
all who were looking for the redemption of 
Jerusalem. 
 

 

 

 

These passages centre round two of the most 

overwhelming, mind-blowing experiences human 

beings can have. There can be few people who 

haven’t gazed up into the night sky at some time in 

their life, and wondered at the infinite dazzle of the 

stars. And there can be few people who haven’t at 

some stage held a tiny baby – their own or someone 

else’s – and been stunned by the minute perfection 

of fingernails and ears.  
 

Yet the psalmist sees beyond the stars to the God 

who made them; his words praise Creator, not just 

creation. And for old Simeon and Anna, this special 

baby brought more wonder and joy than any other, 

as Mary and Joseph shared with the two old people 

the knowledge that this baby was God’s Messiah, the 

light for the Gentiles, and were filled with praise for 

God.  
 

Yet stargazing is a rare treat for those who live in 

cities. The sky, though ablaze with stars, is dimmed 

by smog and light pollution. And so we live apart 

from the stars’ constant reminder of the infinite 

universe, which was as familiar as sunshine to the 

author of this psalm. Though we know more of the 

depths of space, we see less.   

 
We need, then, all the more to hear the invitation at 

the heart of these texts, the invitation to wonder and 

amazement. For there is so much to wonder at: the 

dazzle of the stars, the forces that hold atoms in 

balance, the intricacies of physical being. All this is 

God’s work, and both texts recognise it as such and 

begin and end with praise of God.  

 
But the texts also challenge us to recognise the 

responsibility which God entrusts to us. Holding a tiny 

baby is an act of immense responsibility. And the 

psalm too reminds us that our wonder at God’s 

creation is coupled with responsibility for it. Why has 

God given us dominion (as in Genesis 1:28), especially 

when we seem to be so spectacularly bad at caring 

for God’s creation?  
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Perhaps the answer lies precisely in our capacity for 

wonder and amazement – if we let it flourish within us. 

Astronaut Tim Peake delighted the world with his 

images from space – sunset over the edge of the whole 

planet. But so often we take it all for granted and don’t 

see the glory – and then we fail in our God-given task 

of stewarding this wonderful world; it becomes 

mundane, tedious, boring, and so we become careless 

and inattentive.  
 

 

So can we deliberately try to cultivate and develop our 

capacity for wonder? Ric Stott’s picture invites us to 

recognise that everyday life also brings us the 

unexpected, breathtaking moment, as we see 

something familiar in a new light, in a strange context. 

The poet Gerard Manley Hopkins wrote of how ‘the 

world is charged with the grandeur of God’, and how 

‘there lives the dearest freshness, deep down things’. 

When we learn to recognise the glory of God revealed 

in the ordinary and everyday, then we shall fulfil the 

responsibilities of stewardship which God has laid in 

our hands. 

 

 

 

To talk about | Here are some simple ideas to start on making a church of Holiness and Justice with 

questions and resources to stimulate conversation and action. 

 

1. Think about the individuals in the story of Jesus’ arrival in the Temple: Simeon, Mary and Joseph, and 
Anna. How would you describe their emotions as the story unfolds? How does a sense of wonder 
contribute to the story? 
 

2. What inspires you with a sense of awe? 
 

3. What relationship is there between our worship (privately or in church) and a sense of wonder? 

 

Prayer Activity | Spend a few moments remembering the last time you were filled with wonder, and 

thank God for that. If the group wishes, you could also share your stories with each other.  

What responsibilities for stewarding God’s creation do you hold? Pray for one another in these 

responsibilities, and for all who share in the task of stewarding.  

 

 

A closing prayer 

God of the distant stars and the newborn, close and warm, 

Help us to open our eyes and see your glory 

Help us to live as people filled with wonder and amazement 

So that we can pay full attention to the needs of your wonderful world 

Amen.  

 

 

Suggested Hymn (to sing at the beginning or the end if desired): STF 13 Sing of a God in majestic 

divinity or 503 Love divine, all loves excelling (noting the last line, lost in wonder, love and praise!). 


