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THREE | A Sense of Holiness 

 

Spend a few moments in quiet reflection on the picture of 

Moses and the burning car. How do you respond to the 

picture? Share your responses as a group. Remember 

when engaging with art responses will vary and there is no 

exclusively right way to interpret a picture. 

 

Read through the ‘A Sense and Holiness’ material in the 

booklet. 

 

Share a conversation around the question ‘When have 

you felt close to God?’ If it is helpful, do this in 2s before 

inviting those who wish to share their thoughts with the 

whole group.  

 

Biblical Study | Read though the passages, below. 

 

Isaiah 6:1 – 8: A Vision of God in the Temple 

6 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord 

sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of 
his robe filled the temple. 2 Seraphs were in 

attendance above him; each had six wings: with 
two they covered their faces, and with two they 
covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3 And 

one called to another and said: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;                   
the whole earth is full of his glory.” 

4 The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices 
of those who called, and the house filled with 

smoke. 5 And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am 
a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of 
unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the 

Lord of hosts!” 

6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a 
live coal that had been taken from the altar with a 

pair of tongs. 7 The seraph touched my mouth 
with it and said: “Now that this has touched your 

lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted 
out.” 8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 

“Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I 
said, “Here am I; send me!” 

Matthew 17:1 - 8 : The Transfiguration 

17 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and 

James and his brother John and led them up a 
high mountain, by themselves. 2 And he was 

transfigured before them, and his face shone like 
the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white.     
3 Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and 

Elijah, talking with him. 4 Then Peter said to Jesus, 
“Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I 

will make three dwellings here, one for you, one 
for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5 While he was still 
speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed 
them, and from the cloud a voice said, “This is my 

Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; 
listen to him!” 6 When the disciples heard this, 
they fell to the ground and were overcome by 

fear. 7 But Jesus came and touched them, saying, 
“Get up and do not be afraid.” 8 And when they 
looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself 

alone. 
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Near the start of his ministry as a prophet, Isaiah was 

in the Temple in Jerusalem. This was familiar ground 

for him – he came from Jerusalem and some people 

think he was a Temple priest. Yet suddenly, his eyes 

were opened and he saw God’s presence as never 

before, enthroned amid the seraphim. These are 

angelic beings whose nature is fire – the Hebrew 

word saraph means ‘to burn’ – and their presence 

and their words reflect the burning purity of God.  

The dazzling splendour of the Transfiguration tells 

another story of the splendour of God’s holiness, 

suddenly unveiled. Peter, James and John, the inner 

group of disciples, are with Jesus on a mountain top, 

a wilderness place, a place of revelation away from 

the pressures of normal life. For them too, God’s 

holiness suddenly becomes visible in the well-known 

face of their friend. The presence of Moses and Elijah 

reinforces the message that this is indeed God’s son.  

Isaiah and the three disciples respond to this moment 

of vision in the same way: they are terrified. The 

holiness of God makes them overwhelmingly aware 

of their own guilt and the inadequacy of their own 

lives. Hebrew tradition believes that ‘no-one can see 

God and live’ (Exodus 33:20) – the beauty of God’s 

holiness is too great for human beings to endure.  

And for them all, it is touch which breaks the terror. 

Isaiah’s mouth is seared by the live coal, burning 

away his guilt. The disciples feel Jesus’ gentle touch, 

recalling them from the darkness of their fear. But 

this touch is also a commissioning to go and engage 

with the real, massive challenges of life. We rarely 

read God’s next words to Isaiah: Go and say to this 

people: ‘Keep listening, but do not comprehend; keep 

looking, but do not understand.’ (Isa.6:9). We rarely 

remember that when Jesus and the disciples come 

back down from the mountain, they encounter an 

immediate problem: there is a lad with something 

like epilepsy, and the disciples cannot handle it 

(Matthew 17:14f.). Perhaps some will remember 

singing the old hymn ‘Stay, Master, stay, upon this 

heavenly hill’, and the response to the disciples’ 

request: 

 

No! saith the Lord, the hour is past, we go; 

       Our home, our life, our duties lie below. 

While here we kneel upon the mount of prayer, 

       The plough lies waiting in the furrow there! 

Here we sought God that we might know His will; 

       There we must do it, serve Him, seek Him still. 

 
 

 

To talk about | Here are some conversation starters to help us explore our own sense of holiness. 

 

1. In the worship you attended most recently, did you experience the presence of God?                            

If so, where and how? 

 

2. Are there other places, outside the context of worship, where you have felt God’s presence? 

 

3. How do the two stories explored here help deepen your understanding of the story of                             

Moses and the burning bush?   

 

4. These two stories locate God’s holiness in a special place, and offer a challenge to go and do God’s 

work elsewhere. Ric Stott’s picture of fire from a blazing car holds the holiness and the challenge 

together. Does your experience of the presence of God fit one model more than the other, or do 

both ring true? 
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Prayer Activites | Part of the story of the burning bush centres on God’s revelation of his name (‘the 

God of your fathers’) to Moses. In Hebrew tradition, to know someone’s name is to have intimate 

knowledge of their identity.  

Choose a hymn which offers many names for God (StF 45 ‘Earth’s Creator’ would be one possibility). 

Reflect on the names used for God. Which ones speak to you? Are there any that don’t? Why might 

this be the case? 

 

 

A closing prayer 

Creator God, 

The heavens tell of your glory 

The earth is charged with your grandeur 

And who are we that you should be mindful of us? 

Hear us now as we bring our lives to you 

Help us to acknowledge what is wrong and celebrate what is right 

And give us a vision of your glory to inspire us to serve you   

Amen 

 

 

Suggested Hymn (to sing at the beginning or the end if desired): STF 20 Be still, for the presence of 

the Lord 

 


