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FOUR | A Gift of Holiness 

 

Spend a few moments in quiet reflection on the picture. 

What do you notice? See comments by the artist, below. 

 

Share what you see as a group. Remember when engaging 

with art responses will vary and there is no exclusively 

right way to interpret a picture. 

 

Read through the ‘A gift of holiness’ material in the 

booklet. 

 

Share a conversation around the question ‘What 

difference does faith make to you?’ If it is helpful, do this 

in 2s before inviting those who wish to share their 

thoughts with the whole group.  

 

 

The artist Ric Stott says ‘As I step back from the finished piece I realise that I set out 

to create a picture of Jesus and I do see Christ here: in the child, in the breath, in the 

disintegrating seedhead, and in the open hands offering a wounded heart’. 
  

Did you see that or something different? 

    

 

Biblical Study | A Gift of Holiness 

 

Ezekiel 11:14 – 20 
God Will Restore Israel 
 

 
14 Then the word of the Lord came to me: 15 Mortal, your kinsfolk, your own kin, your fellow exiles, the whole 

house of Israel, all of them, are those of whom the inhabitants of Jerusalem have said, “They have gone far 

from the Lord; to us this land is given for a possession.” 16 Therefore say: Thus says the Lord God: Though I 

removed them far away among the nations, and though I scattered them among the countries, yet I have 

been a sanctuary to them for a little while in the countries where they have gone. 17 Therefore say: Thus says 

the Lord God: I will gather you from the peoples, and assemble you out of the countries where you have 

been scattered, and I will give you the land of Israel. 18 When they come there, they will remove from it all its 

detestable things and all its abominations. 19 I will give them one heart, and put a new spirit within them; I 

will remove the heart of stone from their flesh and give them a heart of flesh, 20 so that they may follow my 

statutes and keep my ordinances and obey them. Then they shall be my people, and I will be their God. 
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Ezekiel prophesied during the period when the 
people of Israel were in exile in Babylon and 
Jerusalem lay in ruins, in the sixth century BC. The 
Old Testament tradition consistently presents this 
catastrophe as God’s punishment for the people’s 
idolatry and lack of concern for justice.  

Here, Ezekiel invites people to look to the future 
with hope. He conveys God’s promise of 
restoration and regrouping, so that the people are 
one people again.  

And the key marker of this change will be the gift 
of a ‘heart of flesh’. Flesh is responsive, capable of 
being shaped by God so that the people can learn 

to do God’s will. Jeremiah uses a very similar 
image: God will write his law on the people’s 
hearts (Jer.31:33).  

Flesh is also capable of feeling pain, and is 
vulnerable to its own anguish and the suffering of 
others. People with ‘hearts of flesh’ are, literally, 
soft-hearted, with a heart for the needs of others. 

Ric Stott’s image of the sacred heart of Jesus 
highlights this aspect of Jesus’ identity. Incarnate – 
made flesh – he embodies God’s gift, and 
therefore his heart, encircled here with the crown 
of thorns, is utterly vulnerable to the pain of the 
world. 

 

 

John 3:1-8 

Nicodemus Visits Jesus 

 

3 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, 

a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to Jesus by night 

and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 

teacher who has come from God; for no one can 

do these signs that you do apart from the 

presence of God.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very 

truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of 

God without being born from above.” 4 

Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be 

born after having grown old? Can one enter a 

second time into the mother’s womb and be 

born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, 

no one can enter the kingdom of God without 

being born of water and Spirit. 6 What is born of 

the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is 

spirit. 7 Do not be astonished that I said to you, 

‘You must be born from above.’ 8 The wind blows 

where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, 

but you do not know where it comes from or 

where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born 

of the Spirit.” 

Ric Stott’s image of the sacred heart sits alongside 

a picture of a child blowing dandelion seeds in the 

wind. This image echoes the language John uses 

here about the Spirit. In English, we have three 

words: breath, wind and Spirit. In John’s Greek, 

there is only one: pneuma. The child in the picture 

blows the seeds into the wind, giving us an image 

for the Spirit at work, free, random, 

uncontrollable.  

 

Dandelion seeds, carried on the wind by their 

thistledown umbrella, will take root almost 

anywhere. Unless we’re keen gardeners, maybe 

we don’t even really notice the vivid greens and 

yellows exploding from cracks in the pavement. 

Could this be another image for the work of the 

Spirit – as common as dandelions and as regularly 

overlooked? Nicodemus, the trained Pharisee, the 

leader of the Jews, is looking for precise, literal 

answers – ‘can one enter a second time into the 

mother’s womb?’ He doesn’t find it easy to spot 

the signs of the Spirit at work, flourishing in 

unexpected corners. Yet eventually, he too finds 

himself on Jesus’ side (John 19:39). 
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 To talk about | Some conversation starters... 

 

1. Where do you see justice at work in our world? How do you tell the difference between justice and 
injustice? 

 
 

2. ‘A passion for justice is a gift of the Spirit’: would you agree with this? 
 
 

3. The Brazilian Catholic Dom Helder Camara once said, ‘When I give food to the poor, they call me a 

saint. When I ask why they are poor, they call me a Communist’. How do you respond to this 

comment? 

 

To help you pray | Read and reflect on John Bell’s hymn to the Spirit ‘Enemy of Apathy’ (StF 393).  

Take a stone in your hand and hold it tight, so that you can feel how hard it is. Imagine that this is 

your heart. Pray that God will give you a heart of flesh, not a heart as hard as stone.  

Share your knowledge of the places in your town or village which offer help to people in need, and 

those which challenge injustice. Pray for them, for the people who work there and the people who 

use them.  

 

 

A closing prayer 

Holy Spirit of God, come into our hearts.  

Come like blazing fire to kindle our passion for justice. 

Come like rushing wind to blow new life over us when we are stuck in a rut 

Come, and give us hearts of flesh, to live and love and suffer with all your people 

Through Christ, the Word made flesh 

 

Amen.  

 

 

Suggested Hymn (to sing at the beginning or the end if desired): STF 679 Come build the Church – 

not heaps of stone 


