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SIX | Walking the path together 

 

Spend a few moments in quiet reflection on the picture 

which is called ‘Walking Together’. The scene at the 

bottom of the picture is an adaptation of Rublev’s icon 

traditionally understood to represent the Trinity with an 

open space ready to welcome the viewer or a stranger 

into the life of the divine community. What strikes you in 

this picture? Share what you see as a group. 

 

Read through the ‘Walking the path together’ material in 

the booklet. 

 

Share a conversation around the question             

‘What or who helps and challenges you?’ 

 

 

Biblical Study | Read though the passages, below. 

 

Amos 5:10-15 
 
 
10 They hate the one who reproves in the gate, 
    and they abhor the one who speaks the truth. 
11 Therefore because you trample on the poor 
    and take from them levies of grain, 
you have built houses of hewn stone, 
    but you shall not live in them; 
you have planted pleasant vineyards, 
    but you shall not drink their wine. 
12 For I know how many are your transgressions, 
    and how great are your sins— 
you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, 
    and push aside the needy in the gate. 
13 Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a 
time; 
    for it is an evil time. 
14 Seek good and not evil, that you may live; 
and so the Lord, the God of hosts, will be with you, 
    just as you have said. 
15 Hate evil and love good, and establish justice in the 
gate; 
it may be that the Lord, the God of hosts, 
    will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.  

 

Acts 4:32-37 

The Believers Share Their Possessions 
 

32 Now the whole group of those who believed 
were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed 
private ownership of any possessions, but 
everything they owned was held in common.         33 
With great power the apostles gave their testimony 
to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great 
grace was upon them all. 34 There was not a needy 
person among them, for as many as owned lands or 
houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what 
was sold. 35 They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it 
was distributed to each as any had need. 36 There 
was a Levite, a native of Cyprus, Joseph, to whom 
the apostles gave the name Barnabas (which means 
“son of encouragement”). 37 He sold a field that 
belonged to him, then brought the money, and laid 
it at the apostles’ feet. 
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The prophet Amos lived at a time when Israelite 

society was deeply divided. In the eighth century, the 

nation seems to have prospered under the rule of 

Omri and Ahab, but this wealth was not evenly 

distributed across the people. Some were very rich; 

Amos 3:15 mentions ‘houses of ivory’. Many were 

very poor. There is a large body of modern research 

which claims that it is more damaging for a society 

when some are rich and others are poor than it is 

when everyone is relatively badly-off.  

Amos prophesies into this fractured society, speaking 

particularly to the well-off. He makes a direct link 

between their wealth and their exploitation of the 

poor through taxation (v.11) and bribery (v.12). v.13 

highlights the ultimate impact of their injustice: it 

becomes too dangerous for them to speak to God, in 

a time that they have made evil, so they must remain 

silent in God’s presence. The privilege of talking to 

God is withdrawn. 

How is this situation to be reversed? The only 

possibility is a change of heart among the rich, so that 

they learn to seek ‘good’. For Amos, this quality 

correlates very closely with justice, and it creates the 

context in which we may hope that God will be 

gracious.  

This context is made real in the verses from Acts, 

which describe a world that is almost the exact  

 

opposite of Amos’. Acts 2:45 notes that one of the 

characteristics of the early Christian community is 

their generosity to each other in response to any 

need. Here, this is spelt out in more detail, with an 

anecdote about the gift of Joseph or Barnabas. v.33 

suggests that this generosity to those in need is a 

consequence of the preaching of the resurrection and 

God’s gift of grace. 

Does Ric Stott’s painting reflect a divided, Amos-style, 

society, or a harmonious, Acts-style, way of life? At 

first glance, it might seem that the three figures 

round the table are deliberately turning away from 

the cries of the crowd above them, hungry for justice. 

However, their pose echoes the placement of the 

figures in Rublev’s original icon, where the focus is on 

the central cup, the chalice holding the blood of 

Christ. In Stott’s re-presentation, the shape of the 

crowd matches the shape of the cup, visually linking 

the suffering of the crowd with the suffering of Jesus 

on the cross. Gazing at the chalice, the three figures 

are gazing at human suffering. The point is reinforced 

by the streams of colour which unite the two halves 

of the painting.  

A community which centres on Holy Communion 

cannot avoid the challenge to centre also on human 

suffering and to live in solidarity with those in need, 

sharing and seeking justice. This creates the context 

in which we may hope that God will be gracious.  

   
 

 

To talk about |  

 

1. How does our church community reflect the life of the Kingdom? 

How could we do this better? 

 

2. Amos’ society was fractured by inequality. Would you say that 

inequality also impacts on our society? If so, where? 

 

3. Look  again at Ric Stott’s picture. You’ll notice the placards near the 

top of the crowd – but they are blank. What do you think should be 

written on them? 

 

https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/sdn/2015/sdn1513.pdf
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/CjDD0QWWEAAvfea.jpg
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Prayer Activities |  

 

If you have the opportunity, watch the film I, Daniel Blake as an exploration of an Amos-style world, 

redeemed by an Acts-style community.  

‘Will you watch the news with the eyes of faith, and believe it could be different?’ (Singing the Faith 

662). As you watch the news on TV, listen to it on the radio, read the newspaper or use online news 

channels, ask where you see signs of an Amos-style society and where it’s more like Acts. Where 

does the church fit in this? 

 

 

 

A closing prayer 

God of healing and wholeness, 

You entered this broken world 

So that we might all be one, as you are one, 

And thus be signs of your Kingdom. 

Teach us to live together with respect and love for one another 

And help us to grow together into the life of your kingdom 

Through Christ our Lord. 

 

Amen. 

 

 

Suggested Hymn (to sing at the beginning or the end if desired): STF 415: The Church of Christ in 

every age 

 


