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If you need to support, prayer or have a concern then  

please feel free to contact day or night. 

 

 

Revd. Leigh Maydew  

Phone:  07388 083488 

Email:  leigh.maydew@methodist.org.uk 
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Deuteronomy 31: 6  
 

“Be strong and courageous.  
Do not fear or be in dread of them,  

for it is the Lord your God who goes with you.  
He will not leave you or forsake you.”  

   

For a LOVE that can steady us  
during the worst of storms 
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Devotions 
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Dear Friends, 

 

It is with great sadness that the Methodist Church has decided to  

suspend all activities, meetings and worship in order to follow the  

advice and guidelines from the government in how we should be  

responding to the Coronavirus.  

 

No doubt for many of us this feels to go against our natural  

inclinations, because when faced with uncertainty or crisis we would 

normally seek to be surrounded by our friends, family and faith  

community. At the moment though, it seems it is not physically  

possible to do this without putting others at risk. Which I am sure that 

none of us would want to do. 

 

However, for a long time we have sort to realise and understand that a 

’church’ is not about a building, a gathering, a specific day or time to 

meet — but instead it is those people who we share a journey with as 

we seek to go deeper in our faith together. Now perhaps more than 

ever before we need to lean into this truth and reality. 

 

We can still support one another! Pray for each other and be a  

community together in a safe and practical way through this current 

health crisis.  

 

Times of great uncertainty create fear. However, we can make it 

through to the other side. The only way to truly overcome fear though 

is with love. Clinging onto the love of God that He offers so freely.  

Allowing ourselves to become reliant and sustained by the love of God 

in times of unknown. And seeking to live into that love which loved us 

first. 

 

To this end Revd David Willis have produced seven short devotions 

on 1 Corinthians 13 and prayers that I hope will help you in the next 

few days to come. I will be trying to produce and distribute more mate-

rial that I hope can be of help in sustaining you, encouraging you and  

in reminding you that we are a people of hope.  

For darkness cannot overcome the light. 
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SATURDAY: 

 
 “These things remain: faith, hope, love. But the 

 greatest of these is love.” 1 Corinthians 13:13 

 

 So many things in life belong to yesterday that we find ourselves 

 turning back wanting to hold onto them.   

 And as they recede, they trouble us. 

 

 So many things belong to tomorrow but we find it so hard to look 

 forward, our eyes are now shining with anticipation and then 

 darkened with dread. 

 

 We remember the past, we think of the future, things come and 

 go. There is little that remains. However, these three; faith, hope 

 and love are always to be found because they stay with us in 

 the forever of our lives.  

 

 Faith feeds on the intimacy of our relationships and grows 

 strong through our experiences. 

 

 Hope, which burns on the fuel of today’s adventure,  

 holds the promise of tomorrow’s discoveries 

 

 Love, the greatest of all, seals the lover to the loved one so that 

 nothing may come between them; and there is no fear of losing 

 yesterday and no dread of facing tomorrow. The whole energy 

 of love is spent in the service of others today! 

 

 Prayer: 

 Lord; draw me closer, that my faith might be strengthened. 

 Draw me deeper, that my hope might be enriched. 

 Draw me fully, that my love may have no reserve. 

 Let me truly know you,  

 for yours is a love that can steady me,  

 even during the worst of storms. 

 Amen. 
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FRIDAY: 

 
 “Now I know in part.” 1 Corinthians 13:12 

 

 Think of a time when your life has been truly wonderful.  

 These are precious memories filled with joy, love and hope.  

 But even these best of moments that we have experience are 

 but a foretaste of all that is promised. Paul tells us that it is like 

 looking through a darkened sheet of glass; what we see is only 

 a blurred image of the real thing.  

 

 To know that the best we have experienced will be eclipsed and 

 the worst we have endured cannot last. This is a treasured truth. 

  

 We can be generous with today’s blessing for we do not depend 

 on it for tomorrow’s security. 

  

 We can be open-handed in all our dealings for our inheritance is 

 secure.  

 

 We can be welcoming in our relationships, for we have a friend  

 who has promised to be with us forever. 

 

 Those questions etched deep by pain, the barbed accusations 

 of past wrongs and the silent mocking loneliness, shall be gone 

 in the twinkling of an eye. We shall know fully, then be lost in 

 wonder, love and praise. 

 

 Prayer: 

 Lord, I only know in part, but you know all that there is! 

 Keep me from presumption that would tear my faith apart. 

 Keep me from despair that would destroy my hope in You. 

 Keep me from entanglements that would dissipate my love. 

 Keep me aware that today brings me nearer to Your promise 

 fulfilled. 

 Amen. 
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Over the coming days we will be putting systems in place to ensure 

that everyone is looked after, cared for and has details of those they 

can phone anytime for help, support, or comfort.  

 

Even a simple phone call can make all the difference, when faced with 

such challenge. I would also like to encourage yourselves who are at 

most risk to still play an active part in our church. Not by leaving the 

house or meeting with others as that would expose you, but by writing 

a letter to a friend in church. Arrange regular times to phone one  

another to keep each others morale high, and to pray continuously.  

 

We maybe need to be physical separate from each other, but nothing 

can separate us from the Love of God. 

 

Feel free also, to phone me anytime and for any reason. If people 

want a chat, need shopping done, or are feeling anxious.  

We are  here to help.  

 

My mobile number is:  07388 083488 

My email is :   leigh.maydew@methodist.org.uk 

 

Do not give into fear, and don’t feel that you are alone. 

We are in this together, connected by a faith, belief and the Spirit of 

God, which can never be broken. 

 

Every blessing, 

 

Revd. Leigh Maydew 

 

Please use this Booklet. Begin by reading the verse in full 

and then turning to the thought for the day. Perhaps go 

over it a few times or attempt to commit todays verse to 

memory. Reflect what it could mean for you in your current 

situation, and what it may mean to embrace it’s mean more 

in your life.  
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1 Corinthians 13 (ESV) 

 
 

The Way of Love 
 
13 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not 
love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I 
have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but 
have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I  
deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain  
nothing. 
 
4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not 
arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not  
irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, 
but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
 
8 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for 
tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass 
away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when 
the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. 11 When I was a 
child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a 
child. When I became a man, I gave up childish ways. 12 For now 
we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in 
part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known. 
 
13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the  
greatest of these is love. 
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THURSDAY: 
 

 “For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but 

 when completeness comes, what is in part  

 disappears . ” 1 Corinthians 13:9-10 

 

 Today we have obsolescence built into everything around 

 us. Everything has an expiry date. “Nothing lasts forever!” 

 Many things around us are frail and fragile,  

 true even of our relationships.    

 

 Yet, God’s love for us is never unreliable, never withdrawn, 

 never faltering. In our world of great uncertainty it is so  

 wonderful to have assurance of such constancy of love. 

 

  We can never wear out God’s love.  

 

 In Jesus that love reached out to us,  

 was crucified dead and buried for us,  

 risen to prove that not even death could separate Him from us. 

 Such is the love with which He has loved us. 

 Such is the love with which we should love one another. 

  

 

 Prayer: 

 Lord, I can hardly take it in. 

 Your love for me is so great and so limitless. 

 I do not  deserve such loving,  

 but I cannot hide from Your presence.  

 Lord; draw me deeper into the nature of Your loving 

  that my frail love might grow stronger,  

 my life richer and my service greater. 

 As You have given unfailing love to me, make my love strong 

 enough to offer others love that is also unfailing and  

 unfaltering. 

 Amen. 
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WEDNESDAY: 

 

 “Love never fails.” 1 Corinthians 13:8 

  

 Many things fail. They are superseded, pass away. 

 Love, as God knows it and offers it, never passes away. 

 

 It is “...love that will not let me go.” Unlike earthly love,   

 which can be strained, forced, irritated or stretched until it 

 breaks. 

 

 God’s love is permanent. It has a quality which underlies  

 everything. Nothing can dispel it, it is permanent.    

           

 With the taproot of our loving fixed deep in Him,  

 our love for one another will never flounder or fail. Even when 

 put under great strain or forced separation. 

 

 

 

 Prayer: 

 Lord, where my limits of loving are so easily reached,  

 bring  to me the limitlessness of Your perfect Love.   

 

 Help me to acknowledge in every meeting,  

 that without You I am nothing.  

 Help me to see, not only the failures in others,  

 but the failures in my own character and enable me to be as  

 understanding of them as I would want to receive from them. 

 

 I can never walk love’s way without You.  

 May I always that you wish and think the best for me,  

 and so may I always wish and think the best of others.  

 Amen. 
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SUNDAY: 

 
 “Love is not arrogant or rude.” 1 Corinthians 13:4-5 

  

 Everyone of us has the capacity to magnify our own importance. 

 Love does not seek this, or the desire to impress.     

 

 The love, spoken of by Paul (the author of the book of  

 Corinthians), is not this kind of love. It is the love of God  

 expressed in Jesus, love that waits to be seen,  

 known not for its flourish but its fruit. 

  

 To love like this is to learn to love God Himself. “God is Love.”  

  

 In His coming, Jesus does not parade His importance.  

 Concealed in a tiny, helpless baby wrapped in humanity.  

 He always waited for those who sought Him.  

 

 Still, He takes up His stand at the door of another’s life and 

 knocks, never forcing His way in. If we are to take His way,  

 we must learn from His love and wait for recognition;  

 this love makes no judgements, seeks for no reward.  

 This love is happy to be out of sight; revealing itself only in  

 self-spending action in  the service of others. 

 

 

 Prayer: 

 Lord, give me the lowest place and if there is not one low 

 enough make one lower. Help me to keep myself well out of 

 sight, so that You and others might be seen. 

 

 Make Your love the springboard of all my loving,  

 enrich the ways in which I share with others,  

 even during this time of isolation and social distancing. 

 Amen. 



 6 

MONDAY: 
  

 “Love is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it 

 keeps no record of wrongs.” 1 Corinthians 13:6 

 

 Love does not snatch from others, or shout its wants across 

 others. It does not force itself forward, but gives place to the 

 needs of  others.  
 

 Love never seeks its own things, or claim them as their right.  

 It seeks no sign and makes no display.  

 Love will always wait until a response is freely given.  

  

 This love supports, encourages, aids and upholds others,  

 even  at the expense of personal preferences.  

 Love that is not easily provoked.  

 

 This love goes deep and is serene and at peace in face of 

 trouble.  

  

 I remember reading about sea gooseberries, so delicate that 

 rough waves could shred them and yet so sensitive to an  

 approaching storm that, at the first hint of bad weather they have 

 the capacity for sinking deep down out of reach of the  

 disturbance of the surface waters. 

  

 Love is anchored deep down in Christ, where it cannot easily be 

 shredded. 

  

  

 Prayer: 

 Lord, bring me to hat place in Christ where peace reigns and I 

 am secure in Your love. In all my dealings with others,  

 may I remain at peace; in difficult encounters keep me calm. 

 May Your love give clarity to my words and Your peace give 

 serenity to my heart.  

 Amen. 
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TUESDAY: 
 

 “Love always trusts, always hopes,  

always perseveres.” 1 Corinthians 13:7 
  

 Jesus believed in people, seeing what they did not as the  

 ultimate defining factor. Instead, He believed in their  

 potentional and possibilities.  
 

 How wonderful when we meet someone who believes in us. 

 Such insight helps us not to judge by appearances,  

 or miss the potential of God in those around us. 
  

 It takes the eye of love to recognise the possibilities in a small 

 child who is always in trouble. Or not to overact when someone  

 coughs near us. The measure of love determines the measure 

 of belief we have in another. 

 

 Paul says: “Love always trusts.”  

 Jesus trusted everything to His disciples.   

 Who do you trust today? 

  

 “Love always hopes.” Take your thoughts one by one, ask: 

 “What hopes have I for today?” If hope is not real in us, then we 

 betray the one who, in loving us, continues to hold great hopes 

 for the future. 

  

 “Love always endures.” It is the kind of love that holds on and 

 refuses to let go. This is how we are loved, is it the way we are 

 loving one other? 

 

 Prayer: 

 Lord, help me to believe in those around me. Enable me to 

 believe the best of them, standing by them in their isolation and 

 sticking by them when others desert them. 

 Whatever my concerns or convictions are, keep my hope in 

 You bright and strong. 

 Amen. 

 


