
Service for home worship, Sunday March 22nd  
Prepared by Biddy Crossfield  
 
Jesus our shepherd, 
Holy and anointed one- as we gather here today 
Open our eyes to-see you, and hearts that we may grow in faith. 
Amen 
 
Hymn, Singing the Faith 756 - When morning gilds the skies 
 
Prayer. Thanksgiving and confession a new day, people who matter 
Give thanks for a new day, for creation and all that is around us. 
Today being 'Mothering Sunday' remember those women who matter, those who have been 
influential and supportive. 
Those who have been strong for you, 
We remember all those women and men who have made our lives worthwhile, strong and give 
thanks. 
 
Now a prayer of confession:  
Let us admit where we have done things that have caused hurt or pain. 
When we have said things that upset people and many more things which cause tears, 
We are sorry. 
We say sorry. 
And ask you to forgive us; allow us to go as forgiven people. 
And we give you great thanks . 
We offer all theses prayers to you knowing that you hear. 
We ask them all in Jesus' name. Amen 
 
The Lord's Prayer 
 
Song Singing the Faith 545 - Open our eyes Lord, (sung twice) 
 
Reading John 9:1-41 in 5 parts singing 545 at the ending of some sections. 
1st section, verses 1-12  
Reflections:  
Questions that come to mind: Did his parents sin? 
'I am the light of the world' 
 
Close your eyes 
Imagine you're there 
You're gathered around in a crowd and you hear someone 
spitting! 
You look up and see Jesus rubbing his hands together, to mix the mud together. 
'Go and wash the mud in the pool, in Siloam pool' Jesus said. 
 
So off he went 
 
He washed off the mud and He could see. 
Lots of discussion about who this man was, interrupted with 'I am that man' 
 
He didn't know who the man who restored his sight was 



..........and he was gone. 
 
 
 
2nd section, verses 13-25  
Reflection:  
So now the tension is heightened now, not only because this man’s sight was found but because the 
Pharisees pointed out that he was healed on the Sabbath. 
The Pharisees were very uptight with Jesus restoring this man’s sight without any regard of the 
Sabbath. 
The Pharisees were getting themselves into a bit of a muddle. 
To the point that they put the healed man on the spot. 
'What do you say about the one who healed your eyes?' 
 
It continued to be a muddle. 
The man said 'he's a prophet' 
The Jewish leaders didn't believe that he had been born blind. 
So much so they sent for the parents. 
They were scared, understandably. 
 
It continues as the parents rid themselves of responsibility by passing it onto the once blind man. 
Saying, 'Ask him. 
He's old enough to speak for himself!' 
 
The muddle continues! 
There is excited seeing man, his frightened parents, and angry, confused leaders. 
 
What a theatrical performance!  
The Jewish leaders wanted the man to say that Jesus was a sinner. 
Tensions were becoming higher!  
 
All the man wanted the Jewish leaders to understand. 
........that 'I used to be blind, but now I can see' 
 
 
Song, Singing the Faith 545 - Open our eyes Lord  
 
3rd section, verses 26-41 
Reflection:  
And the scene continues! 
 
It continues with questions. 'What did he do to you? 
How did he heal your eyes? 
 
At this point the man is becoming frustrated! 
'I've already told you, but you refused to listen ' 
The leaders just insult the man, goading him about wanting to become a disciple. Saying they don't 
even know where Jesus comes from. 
 
The man doesn't know really whether to believe them about not knowing where he comes from. 
The bickering continues and the man is banned from going to the meeting places. 



 
Song, Singing the Faith 545 Open our eyes Lord 
 
 
4th section, verses 35-39  
Reflection:  
Jesus is now at the scene! 
It's as if Jesus wanted to hear for himself that this man had faith in the son of man. 
He wanted to know what this man truly thought. 
Jesus put the man out of his uncertainty and assured him that the man he was talking to was Jesus. 
The man simply said 'l put my faith in you!' 
And Jesus made it clear to all who were listening. 
'I came to judge the people of this world, to give sight to the blind and make blind everyone who can 
see.' 
 
Think about it. 
What do you think that means? 
 
 
 
5th section, verses 40-41  
Reflection:  
The Pharisees just wonder, 'are we blind?' 
Well, Jesus answers with an answer which is not straight forward. 
 
Perhaps the Pharisees sink so deeply into the shadows, they are as good as blind. 
Blind not only to the light of the world but also their own deception. 
V 41 – 'if you were blind, you would not be guilty. 
But now that you claim to see, you will keep on being guilty.' 
 
Song, Singing the Faith 545 - Open our eyes Lord 
 
Think about it! 
What are your thoughts? 
 
 
Intercessions 
prayers for the world, anxieties over health, the virus's and other scares of health 
Countries that need our God's loving, strong arms 
Personal prayers. 
 
 
 
Hymn, Singing the Faith 411 - Let there be love shared among us 
 
Blessing.  
Take the light of Christ out from this place today, 
And share it, 
That all may have the opportunity to see. Amen  


