
 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) or other infections guidance for churches 

Government advice has been that ‘In a pandemic, it makes good sense to take precautions to limit the 
spread of disease by not sharing common vessels for food and drink, and limit numbers for social gatherings.’  

Baptisms  

•  No Baptisms can currently be held in  any Methodist Church.  

• All pre-booked ceremonies should be postponed.  Ministers are encouraged to offer a potential future 
date, either within an act of Sunday worship or on a Sunday afternoon. We will accommodate these as a 
priority on the Circuit Plan. 

• Emergency Baptisms may happen elsewhere after consultation with the Superintendent Minister using 
the following guidelines: 

• A parent/guardian/carer holds the infant, the minister will use an implement (such as a shell) to pour the 
water. A parent/guardian/carer will be asked to wipe the forehead of the baptised person with paper 
towels which can then be thrown away.  

• The application of oil and signing of the cross will be done using an implement (such as a spoon) which 
avoids the need for direct physical contact.  

Unfortunately, baptism by immersion is not possible during the current restrictions.  

In keeping with the recommendations to limit social gatherings, there should not be a gathering after the 
baptism, and this should be arranged at a future date once Government advice permits.  

Weddings  

If you are due to get married in the coming months, we recognise that this may be a time of great concern. 

•  In line with Government guidelines no weddings can take place until further notice in Methodist 
Churches. When a pre-booked wedding is postponed, the Minister will work with the couple of help them 
find a suitable future date.  

• We will do our best to explain any changes or delays which are an inevitable consequence of the current 
restrictions.  We are here to support you and to ensure your wedding can be rearranged to a suitable 
future date. 

Funerals 

Funerals can not longer be held in Methodist Churches. As part of our pastoral response to the coronavirus 
crisis we can offer simple graveside or committal services at the local Crematorium. 

 We acknowledge that the changes will be very difficult but are being made to protect everyone.   

• • Care should be taken by those  leading funeral services, including using hand-gel and/or hand washing 
before & after the service and social distancing. 

• • General government guidance means that no bereaved person (or officiant, obviously) can attend a 
funeral if they themselves are unwell. Likewise, if the cause of death is Covid-19, any of the bereaved who 
were in contact with the deceased, either before or after death, in the seven days prior to the funeral, 
should not attend. In these two, incredibly painful instances, ministers and churches will have to think 
carefully about how to offer pastoral support. 
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• • The minister or trained local person under the direction of the Superintendent should make the 
arrangements with the family by remote media (telephone, skype, Zoom etc)  

• • The number of people attending a funeral should be kept to a minimum, immediate family members only  - 
with those in attendance observing suitable social distancing as per the government’s advice.  Local 
Crematoria guidance currently is 10 family members only. 

• • Those over the age of 70 and those with an underlying health condition should not attend  in the present 
circumstances.  

• •  Families attending must travel in their own cars, including the celebrant. 

• • The service may be broadcast via social media or recorded to be shared later. The minister should explain 
to people what is happening (especially those not physically present) webcast facilities are available at 
Westerleigh Group Crematoriums. (£30 per service) 

• • The service should include prayers and a message of Christian hope  

• • Do not use communal hymn books or service books, organist may not be available. 

• • People should avoid social contact, such as hugging  or touching the coffin. 

• • Mourners or Pall bearers will not be allowed to carry the coffin. 

• • Ashes cannot be returned to family members until the crises is over, therefore scattering and internments 
of Ashes need to be postponed—this could be the opportunity for a future memorial service. 

• • There should be no social gathering such as a wake. 

• • Tributes can then be given in other ways for larger numbers of people to read – either online, or in a church 
newsletter – or given in a memorial service later in the year.  

• • currently Burials  can still take place, but are to be reviewed over the coming weeks. 

• • Local councils have guidance around what is possible or permissible in crematoria and cemeteries. 

All of that may feel very unsatisfactory. But there is not a satisfactory way to deal with these issues. We don’t want 
anyone’s life to end because they attended a funeral.  

 

Ministers or other Local Preachers/worship leaders who are vulnerable – either because they are over 70, or 
because of health issues – should stand down from public duty. Much can be done from home, by phone and 
online. As a Church, we ask those who care for us to care for themselves too, especially when life could be at risk.  

 

For More Information: 

Methodist Church Website: https://www.methodist.org.uk/  

B&SG Website: https://www.bsgc.org.uk/welcome.htm  

URC Website: https://urc.org.uk/latest-news/3365-urc-issues-coronavirus-advice-to-its-churches  

Superintendent Blog: https://chirpymethodist.wordpress.com/  

Contact Details: 

Superintendent:  

Rev David Alderman: Superintendent@BSGC.org.uk             Phone Number: 0117 969 3686 

Circuit Administrator & Property: 

Jayne Giltrow:   Circuit Property@bsgc.org.uk 

 

The latest Government advice is here: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus  
 

Guidelines dated 26th March 2020. 
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