
 

 

 

Reflection for VE Day. 

Jesus said: there is no greater command than this “Love your neighbour as yourself “ 

The day began at 11am with the ringing of bells at hundreds of cathedrals and churches across 
the country, echoing the sound that followed Germany’s surrender. The ringing was led by St 
Paul’s Cathedral and Westminster Abbey, while one of the Royal Navy’s largest ships, HMS 
Ocean, sounded her siren in Greenwich. 

On Friday it will be 75 years since the guns fell silent at the end of the war in Europe. Years of 
carnage and destruction had come to an end and millions of people took to the streets and 
pubs to celebrate peace, mourn their loved ones. Churchill had gained assurances from the 
Ministry of Food that there were enough beer supplies in the capital and the Board of 
Trade announced that people could purchase red, white and blue bunting without using 
ration coupons. Street parties were held across Britain with bunting lining the streets  to 
hope for the future, but not forgetting those still in conflict until 15th August when it was 
announced that Japan had surrendered unconditionally to the Allies, effectively ending World 
War II.  

I suspect we have all seen pictures similar to the one behind me of the celebrations and 
dancing that took place,– and the fact that on that day there were not enough men to go 
around.  Women were often caught dancing with women, as indeed they had often had to do 
throughout the war.  Men were still away – not yet demobbed.  Many men, of course, had 
not survived at all.  Many men, and quite a few women, would never experience the joy of VE 
Day.  They had given their lives so that others could have this moment, and a long peace 
thereafter. These reunions were often joyous, frequently strained and sometimes painful but 
the overwhelming emotion of that day was, it seems, optimism.  A great evil had been 
defeated at that moment, no-one knew that rationing would continue until 1954 – nine more 
years. Few people had even heard of the Falklands, or Vietnam, or Korea.  No-one foresaw 
that the Cold War would come galloping over the horizon, with all its menace and fear.  
Certainly no-one saw that the Middle East would become the powder-keg that it has become 
today.  No, on this day, 75 years ago, the streets were filled with optimism 

Let us celebrate the ending of the war in Europe, and the 

relative peace we have enjoyed for the last 75 years.  Let 

us give thanks for those who gave their lives for that 

peace.  Let us remember the joy of VE Day and the 

optimism of all those crowds.  But let us also re-commit 

ourselves to the task of loving God, and loving our 

neighbour every day, epitomised by Captain Tom who at 

the age of 100 has raised millions of pounds to support 

the NHS.  



There’s a story, from around the same time as Jesus, about an old Jewish Rabbi who was 
challenged to stand on one leg and recite the whole law of the Hebrew Bible.  Rabbi Hillel 
took up the challenge, stood on one leg, and said this:  “Love God, and don’t do anything to 
anyone that you wouldn’t like them to do to you.  All the rest is just commentary” 

This 75th anniversary will provide our nation, and our friends around the world, with an 
opportunity to reflect on the enormous sacrifice, courage and determination of people from 
all walks of life who saw us through this dark and terrifying period. It is also an opportunity 
for us to remember the enormous sacrifices that others are making during pandemic to help 
and support others -  those of faith and those of non-faith who today are loving their 
neighbours in every act of random kindness they do. 

Whilst due to we cannot go out onto the streets and celebrate this anniversary together we 
are encouraged to hang bunting in our windows and at 3pm on Friday to open our front doors 
and raise a glass to toast the heroes of the war with these words “To those who gave so much, 
we thank you,”, just as on Thursday evenings we clap for the NHS workers,   let us also re-
commit ourselves to the task of loving God, and loving our neighbour every day. 

 

 


