
 

As we move from ‘lockdown’ the government has announced that from 4th July 
places of worship will be permitted to conduct weddings in line with social distancing 

guidelines 

 B&SG Churches Infection guidelines (pt26) 
“Our Calling is to respond in love and service to the needs of our communities” 

Reopening places of Worship  

WEDDINGS 

Weddings with no more than 30 people present can take place in England but  only where they can be 
done in a COVID-19 secure environment. Weddings typically bring lots of families and friends into 
close contact, they are particularly vulnerable to the spread of coronavirus. The government has 
issued guidelines on how to have a “Covid-secure” wedding: 

 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-small-marriages-and-civil-partnerships/
covid-19-guidance-for-small-marriages-and-civil-partnerships 
 

In brief: 

 

• Churches can conduct weddings if they can do so safely and have an approved Risk Assessment/
covid-19 secure certificate in place. If this is not possible we will seek to offer couples an 
alternative venue or postponement.  

• The numbers attending is limited to the  numbers identified in the Church Risk Assessment (to 
conform to social distance rule of 2m)   The maximum number cannot exceed 30 including  
guests, the officiant, witnesses, photographer, ushers, organist* etc. No mingling of guests—
Social distancing of at least two metre between different households should be practised at all 
times.  

• *There is no requirement that church stewards, organists etc need to be present for wedding 
ceremonies, couples maybe asked to provide stewards/ushers to supervise entry. 

• The church is required to keep a temporary record of those attending for 21 days, in case they 
need to be traced. It is preferable that wedding couples provide a list (names and phone 
numbers)  prior to the ceremony in order to control numbers attending.  

• Good public health hygiene should be observed throughout with hand sanitizers available at the 
door, signing of the register. Guests may wear face masks. 

• Legally, if anyone wishes to lodge an objection to the wedding, they are entitled to do so, and 
provision must be made to enable them to make their point while observing physical 
distancing., the doors of the church must remain open, but controlled through the service. 

• Managing Trustees will have to follow the cleaning policy in their Risk Assessments before and 
after the ceremony, such costs may be passed on to the couples as it may not be possible to 
leave the building empty for 72 hours.  

• For this reason the use of confetti should not be encouraged. 

• Ceremonies should be kept as short as possible and limited as far as reasonably possible to the 
parts of the marriage that are required in order to be legally binding.  The church is required to 
adapt its liturgy accordingly.  (In line with other denominations we suggest this minimum to be 
the legal requirements plus the additional vows, Bible readings and prayers that affirm that this 
is a marriage before God and the signing of the register.—about 30 minutes)  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-small-marriages-and-civil-partnerships/covid-19-guidance-for-small-marriages-and-civil-partnerships
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-small-marriages-and-civil-partnerships/covid-19-guidance-for-small-marriages-and-civil-partnerships


• If the bride is to be ‘walked down the aisle’ she should only be accompanied by a member of her 
household, while bridesmaids should be careful to observe physical distancing unless also from the 
same household. ( We suggest that apart from best man, bride & groom, bridesmaids etc are seated 
once they have come down the aisle)  

• Where an infant is involved in proceedings a parent/guardian or member of the infant’s household 

should hold the infant. 

• Apart from the bride and groom, who join hands as part of the marriage ceremony, a physical 
distance of 2 metres must be observed between individuals as far as is possible.  

• Where the exchanging of rings is desired, hands should be washed before and after. The rings 
should be handled by as few people as possible and brought to church by the groom. Please note 
that the minister does not have to touch the rings at the Giving of Rings. (We suggest they are 
placed on the a table at the start of the service for the couple to pick up) 

• Congregational singing and playing of instruments is not allowed, however recordings may be 
used and organs may be played for the signing of the register/entrance/exit music. 

• People should avoid raising voices, shouting, and/or playing music at a volume that makes normal 
conversation difficult or that may encourage shouting. This is because of the potential for increased 
risk of transmission from aerosol and droplets. 

• Therefore, spoken responses during marriages should also not be in a raised voice. 

• Clergy may choose to wear a clear face shield. 

• If required service sheets should provided by the couple, these should be taken away by the user 
after the service.  

• No food or drink should be consumed on Church premises. It is ''strongly advised'' that receptions 

do not take place afterwards, with only small celebrations of six people outside or two households 

inside taking place. Reception venues will need to follow government regulations and the couple 

will need to consult with them.  

• Signing the register - This should be done in church. All those signing the register should sanitize 

their hands before signing, complete all the signatures necessary for them and then sanitize them 

again. Where possible a different pen using registrar ink should be used by each party, if this is not 

possible the pen should be cleaned between users. Those signing should maintain physical 

distancing. 

• It is therefore recommended that Clergy write to or email  couples to make clear that while we will 

do all we can to make sure the day goes as planned, we are not in control of the circumstances as 

this falls under government Covid-19 legislation and that their wedding might not be able to take 

place or be subject to further restrictions. 

• If couples wish to proceed with their wedding with restricted numbers/controls, it is possible to 

hold a blessing in the year ahead with all guests present.  

 

This document should be read in conjunction with guidelines  for reopening churches 

  for public worship issued on 29th June: https://www.bsgc.org.uk/welcome.htm  

Together with local church Risk Assessments 

Additional guidelines will be issued when available. 

Guidelines issued 30th June 2020 

https://www.bsgc.org.uk/welcome.htm

