
 

As we move from ‘lockdown’ the government has announced that from 4th July 
places of worship will be permitted to hold funerals in line with social distancing 

guidelines 

 B&SG Churches Infection guidelines (pt27) 
“Our Calling is to respond in love and service to the needs of our communities” 

Reopening places of Worship  

FUNERALS 

The aim of this advice is to support clergy and others who take funerals.  

This advice follows government guidance which may change and, if so, will be updated accordingly.  

Managing Trustees will need to assess how, and in some cases whether, they are able to conduct 
funerals safely in the light of the advice below and depending on the local church Risk Assessments. 

If Managing Trustees have decided not to reopen their church at the time of any request to hold a 
funeral in their church,  they should not to do so unless all the relevant conditions of reopening our 
building for worship can be met. (We strongly suggest that funerals continue to be conducted at 
crematoria chapels as they are better paced to accommodate the requirements) 

Specific Considerations for Funerals 

• The Government has produced additional supporting COVID-19: Guidance for managing a 
funeral during the coronavirus pandemic.  

• Funerals should still be brief (we suggest no longer than 20 minutes) and the focus on the 
committal.  

• Funeral ceremonies should have no more than 30 people in attendance, and social distancing 
should be strictly adhered to following a risk assessment, including committal's at gravesides. 

• Note that 30 is the maximum number allowed, Managing Trustees have an obligation to assess 
if this is a safe number to accommodate. If after risk assessment it is found that a chapel can 
only accommodate a lower number safely, then this would be the maximum for this particular 
building.  

• The guidance suggests the following can attend, in addition to the Funeral Director and staff, 
church steward and minister: 1. Members of the person’s household;  2. close family members; 
3. or close friends if family members are unable to attend; 

• All spoken voices should use a PA system where possible or practical. Specifically projecting or 
raising voices should be avoided.  

• No hymn singing is permitted, but organist can attend or recorded music used. 

• The coffin cannot be carried by the mourners. 

• Orders of service must be placed on pews before the service and then taken away by mourners. 

• it is important to advise mourners that there should be no physical contact including shaking 
hands, hugging or kissing outside their own households.  

• Clergy should remain mindful of their own personal hygiene, sanitising/washing their hands 
before and after the service and again after the committal.  

 

 



• Cleaning— It is important that  processes are in place to allow a suitable time to appropriately clean 
the area in which the service has taken place both before and after each service, paying attention to 
frequently touched objects and surfaces, using regular cleaning products.  

• There should not be a “wake” or gathering after the funeral, but if there is one, clergy are advised 
not to attend  

• Given this, it may be easier to use crematoria chapels or go direct to the graveside rather than use 
a church building. This keeps to a minimum the risks to mourners and funeral staff that are inherent 
with social interaction and movement between locations.  

• The maximum number of mourners permitted at crematoria is determined by each crematorium 
and you should check with the funeral director, but restricted to maximum of 30 including graveside 
funerals.  

• It should be considered how those who fall within a vulnerable group are able to attend safely as it 
is important that those who wish to attend are able to safely. 

• The guidance for funerals around those who are self-isolating or shielding are different to that for 
general worship. A person who is self-isolating may attend a funeral, but not at the same time as a 
person who is shielding because they are ‘extremely clinically vulnerable’. The same is true vice 
versa. Anyone in either category who wishes to attend should therefore tell the Funeral Director.  

• If people from both groups wish to attend, it will be a matter of discussion between the Funeral 
Director, Minister and the family as to which is given priority.  

• Live streaming, if possible, will enable more people to participate. Alternatively, you can record a 
reading, prayers, eulogy and message beforehand and make this available to those not present, so 
they ‘share’ in the service as it takes place. It can also be offered to anyone wishing to listen in later.  

• You can also produce a leaflet that contains all the above written within it. A service sheet to 
commemorate the person who has died may still be printed. You can then print the text of the 
service inside or add it later and send the leaflets round to all those not present.  

• It is important to liaise and communicate with the parties involved in advance. This will ensure that 
controls and expectations on the day are managed sensitively. The Funeral Director may be able to 
facilitate many of these communications and arrangements so that they minimise the additional 
responsibility for organisation on the bereaved. Such arrangements and communications could 
include:  

• Communication of agreed arrangements in the chapel.  

• Basic arrangement for cleaning and hygiene.  

• Knowledge of numbers attending and potential seating plan.  

• Ability to assess if there are parties who are clinically vulnerable and therefore being able to 
make additional arrangements and advise others to be aware and sympathetic to this. 

  

Further Information: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-managing-a-funeral-during-the-
coronavirus-pandemic  

https://www.cruse.org.uk/get-help/coronavirus-bereavement-and-grief  

 

Additional guidelines will be issued when available. 
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