
 

This guidance has been produced to provide a generic framework for                               
Choirs  & Musicians 

The government guidelines are very complex and this summary may not cover every eventuality.  

 B&SG Churches Infection guidelines (pt35a) 
“Our Calling is to respond in love and service to the needs of our communities” 

Reopening places of Worship  

GUIDANCE FOR COMMUNITY CHOIRS AND MUSICIANS 

Following clarification from the DCMS on the guidelines published on 13 August, practical 

considerations for community choirs and musicians and their conductors have been revised and 

updated and we hope that these guideline provide a pathway  for everyone making plans to resume 

activity within a church building context. For church Worship Groups/choirs/musicians please refer to 

previous guidelines. 

Unfortunately there are some areas where the guidance for other activities can be interpreted as 

conflicting with the guidance for places of worship. As a general rule, for activites that are not acts 

of worship that use the church halls and rooms as a community facility, our understanding from 

interaction with government is that you can follow the guidance for multi-use community facilities, 

although this will lead to questions being raised by congregations and Leadership Teams.  It is 

important to review the Risk Assessment of any external organisation using your premises to ensure 

that you are comfortable with the measures they are taking to avoid introducing the virus into your 
premises.  

The Government Performing Arts guidelines state: ‘Recognising that within the performing arts it is 

common practice to operate in third parties’ premises or venues, and to hire equipment from third 

parties, collaboration between groups, organisations and businesses will likely be needed to give 

proper effect to this guidance.’ ‘Ensuring activity takes place outside wherever possible, including 

performance.’  

The government have introduced fines for those who facilitate or organise illegal gatherings of over 

30 people in public places unless planned by an organisation in compliance with COVID-19 secure 

guidance.  From the Government guidance for the safe use of multi-purpose community facilities 

state: ‘Clubs or groups that use community facilities can begin to meet again and facility managers 

should follow these COVID-19 secure guidelines to facilitate that.’ ‘Community facilities are now 

permitted to host socially distanced indoor and outdoor performances in line with the performing arts 

guidance. Organisers should consider and adopt the mitigations set out in the guidance to reduce the 

overall risk of the event.’  

Specific Considerations:  

There should be no community singing  

• Continue to socially distance from those you do not live with and ensure that 2m distancing 
applies at all times including whilst playing or singing. This will reduce the numbers able to attend 
within church premises . 

• Non-professional singers/musicians should not engage in activities that may lead to social 
distancing being compromised. 

• Non-professionals singers/musicians* are limited by rules on meeting people outside their home. 
This is currently 6 people playing outside from different households  OR  2 households playing 



together inside. 

• Each group should carry out their own risk Assessment and Action plan in line with HSE guidelines. 

• Each singer or musician should have their own music and it should not be shared. Music could be 
emailed in advance, with each singer bringing their own. Musically, it may not be possible to do the 
music you would wish to do at the moment. But this might be a good time to try some smaller scale 
works that you might not otherwise have tackled and having a range of alternative music to suit 
whatever the current situation is.  

• Instruments and any other equipment. If you use a piano make sure it is cleaned before and after use 
by each person. Any other instruments or equipment should not be shared. 

• Volume of singing. Whilst the recent scientific data noted that singing does not produce very 
substantially more aerosol than speaking at a similar volume, there was a steep rise in aerosol mass 
with increases in the loudness of singing and speaking. Consider smaller groups and the type of music 
you sing.  

• To protect others from virus transfer the use of screens/ barriers should be used in addition to social 
distancing.  

• Face—coverings are mandatory in all areas of church premises and must be used during non-playing/
singing time. All choir members should wear masks on arrival and departure from church (though 
Government guidance does not require children under the age of 11 to wear a mask).  Masks may be 
removed in rehearsal in order to sing, as long as  2m social distancing rule is complied with at all times.  

• What about visors? Not specifically necessary nor helpful.  

•  What (additional) protection does the conductor need? Where the conductor stands is important; 
and should not be too close to the singers in a face-to-face configuration.  

• Limit the duration of social interaction opportunities i.e. rehearsals as far as possible. 

• No food or drink is allowed to be consumed on our premises, water is permissible if brought by  
individuals and not shared, empty bottles must be taken away. 

• Take steps to improve ventilation as far as possible and whenever possible, both through the use of 
mechanical systems and opening windows and doors. 

• Ensure a specific risk assessment process has been carried out for the worship group/choir in addition 
to the Church Covid-19 secure reopening RA. 

• Side-to-side positioning of singers/musicians is recommended rather than face-to-face; a checker-
board configuration may be the best and safest use of space.  

• All condensate should be collected in a towel or similar and collected and retained to be washed by 
the player.  

• Any instrument played should not be shared and cleaned thoroughly before and after use.  

Further information:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-places-of-worship-

during-the-pandemic-from-4-july/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-places-of-worship-during-the-

pandemic-from-4-july  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/working-safely-during-coronavirus-covid-19/performing-arts  

https://www.bbe.org.uk/news/14082020-1018/bbe-offers-sector-support-advice-the-latest-covid-19-

pandemic-guidelines-dcms-%E2%80%93  

Guidelines produced with guidance from “Brass Bands England” Guidelines issued 12th September 2020 
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