
Summary of the government guidelines from 4th July for Acts of Worship in 

Methodist churches issued 29th June 2020 

Places of worship play an important role in providing spiritual leadership for many individuals, and 

in bringing communities and generations together. However, their communal nature can make 

them places that are particularly vulnerable to the spread of COVID-19,  but also the  use of 

surrounding grounds, for example, adjoining carparks, courtyards or gardens for which the 

Managing Trustees are also responsible. 

Managing Trustees  of places of worship will have discretion over when they consider it safe to open 

and should decide to remain closed if they are not able to safely adhere to the guidelines outlined 

below. A “Responsible Person” must be appointed by the Church Council to be the single point of 

contact for all worship during Covid-19 crisis.   Places of worship have a duty of care to volunteers, 

and worshippers to ensure that as far as reasonably practicable they are not exposed to risks to 

their health and safety. 

Social Distancing  

• Whilst engaging in an activity in the place of worship or surrounding grounds, everyone 

should adhere to social distancing guidelines. From 4 July, 2 metres is recommended (or 1 

metre with risk mitigation* where 2 metres is not viable) between households. 

• No car sharing between different households to and from church  

• Queue management is important so the flow of groups in and out of the premises can be 
carefully controlled in a socially distanced way, reducing the risk of congestion or contact. 
Considerations should be made for how to manage those waiting outside a place of worship, 

including the introduction of socially distanced queuing systems with marked areas. 
• Where possible a one-way system using different entrance//exit points should be used to 

avoid “doubling back”, with relevant signage in place, including 2m markers both inside and 

outside the building. 

• Avoid face to face seating 

• Open windows and doors to improve ventilation.  

• Preachers to use pulpits where possible. 

• People are strongly urged to wear a face covering in restricted indoor spaces* 

Capacity Restrictions 

• Maximum numbers allowed is 30, but dependent on the calculations in your risk assessment, 

we expect the numbers allowed to be lower than this generic number for most of our 

churches. 

• The size and circumstance (including ventilation) of the premises will determine the 

maximum number of people that can be accommodated whilst also facilitating social 

distancing; this may therefore be lower than the maximum 30 people who can attend 

including  events such as funerals & weddings. 

• In defining the number of people that can reasonably follow social distancing, the total 

floorspace as well as likely pinch points and busy areas should be taken into account (such 

as entrances, exits) and where possible alternative or one-way routes introduced. 

• Fill up spaces from the front first, to avoid people moving past people seated. 



• Introducing a booking system to help with managing numbers, for services where demand 

will be high. (NB. Wedding protocols need to be followed) 

 

Worship 

Places of worship and faith communities should adapt religious services, It is recommended that, 

where possible, places of worship continue to stream worship. Managing Trustees need to consider: 

• Time and day of Worship 

• Length of service - Government advise is that the ceremonies and services should be 

concluded in the shortest reasonable time. (30 – 40 minutes) 

Once a service has ended, the congregation should be encouraged to leave promptly, to minimise 

the risk of contact and spread of infection. 

• Hymnbooks/worship books must not be used (printed sheets can be used but taken away by 

the user).  Worshippers may bring their own books, as long as they are taken home 

• No Hymn singing/chanting/shouting 

• Spoken responsive prayers should not be in a raised voice 

• No live music, but recorded music only (organs can only be played for practice) 

• No after service refreshments 

• Holy Communion – we are waiting for further advice 

• Baptisms - small volumes of water  can be splashed onto the head using a cup or other 

o Full immersion is not possible. 

o Where an infant is involved a parent/guardian or other member of the infant’s 

regular household should hold the infant. 

o Others present should move out of range of any potential splashing. 

o All individuals involved should thoroughly wash their hands before and after and 

ensure good hygiene. 

Collection 

• Cash donations should be discouraged, online/standing orders/contactless is the preferred 

method.  

• Where this is not an option, cash should be collected in a receptacle that is set in one place 

and handled by one individual, as opposed to being passed around and left for 72 hours.  

• Gloves should be worn to handle cash offerings where giving continues. 

Children & Young People 

• Young children should be supervised by the parent or guardian. They should wash hands 

thoroughly for 20 seconds with running water and soap and dry them thoroughly or use hand 

sanitiser ensuring that all parts of the hands are covered. 

• Any shared facilities for children, such as play corners, soft furnishings, soft toys and toys 

that are hard to clean, should be removed and/or put out of use. 

• No children’s group activities should take place. 

 



Toilets 

Toilets inside or linked to places of worship may be kept open but need to be carefully managed 

• Hand sanitiser must be available on entry to toilets where safe and practical, and ensure 

suitable handwashing facilities including running water and liquid soap and single paper 

towels for drying. Communal towels should be removed/hand dryers switched off and 

replaced with single use paper towels and suitable waste bin. 

• Set clear use and cleaning guidance for toilets, with increased frequency of cleaning in line 

with usage.  

• Place Public Health England  posters and signs to remind people of good hygiene 

• Put up a visible cleaning schedule that is kept up to date and visible. 

• Keep the facilities well ventilated, for example by fixing doors open where appropriate and 

safe to do so. 

• Providing more waste facilities and more frequent refuse collection, double bag waste. 

Who should not attend? 

• Shielded patients are currently advised not to meet more than one person from outside of 

their own household 

• Certain groups of people may be at increased risk of severe disease from COVID-19, including 

people who are aged 70 or older, regardless of medical conditions. 

Signage 

• Clear signage, both inside and outside must be provided. 

• Public Health England  posters must be displayed 

• Covid-19 Secure poster must be displayed at both entrance & exit doors. 

• 2m Social Distancing markers/lines must be in place. 

• Copies of Risk Assessments must be available and if possible posted on church websites. 

Protective Security /Enforcement 

• Adapting a place of worship to COVID-19 measures will inevitably result in changes to 

operating policies, processes and procedures at the place of worship. 

• Under existing Health & Safety legislation, failure to complete a COVID-19 risk assessment 

could constitute a breach, as could having a risk assessment with insufficient measures and 

lead to legal action being taken. 

• Risk Assessments must be reviewed regularly.  

More Information 

• https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-places-of-

worship-from-4-july/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-places-of-worship-from-4-july 

• BSGC website. 

• Watch the video from the Irish Methodist Church: https://vimeo.com/420225704 

• Methodist Church website: https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/property/coronavirus-

guidance-for-property/ 

These guidelines should be read with the previous Circuit guidelines for reopening our buildings. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-places-of-worship-from-4-july/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-places-of-worship-from-4-july
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-places-of-worship-from-4-july/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-places-of-worship-from-4-july
https://vimeo.com/420225704
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/property/coronavirus-guidance-for-property/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/property/coronavirus-guidance-for-property/


ENTRY REGISTER FOR:   ____________________ CHURCH 

For your own safety and for the safety of others you MUST complete the entry register 

Please also ensure that any “common surfaces” e.g. door handles are wiped clean after use. 

Please use your own pen or pencil 

DATE NAME CONTACT 
NUMBER 

TIME OF 
ENTRY 

TIME OF 
EXIT 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

 


