
Reopening Methodist Churches - Summary guidance and information 

The Connexional guidance is currently is not to open Methodist Churches for Individual prayer. 

These notes provide a summary of the requirements to help inform local church councils who are 

considering reopening churches. Full guidance is found on the Circuit website, copies are also available from 

local  Ministers. (Guidance pack for re-opening church buildings) 

Currently only individual prayer is permitted in church buildings. Opening our buildings should be genuinely 

individual and not an organised gathering for prayer. No public worship, streamed or otherwise, should take 

place whilst the building is open. Members of the same household, multiple members of the public can be 

admitted provided that no more are present that allows social distancing to be maintained. Reminders of social 

distancing spacing may well be helpful.  

If your church provides Early Years provision, Food Banks or other front line services special care and 

consultation with such organisations  must have taken place, and recorded in the risk assessments. 

The government guidance for the safe use of places of worship during the pandemic requires a COVID-19 risk 

assessment to be carried out for every building and site open to the public. 

Preparing to open: 

• Complete the Methodist Church risk Assessment & checklist, these must be signed off at Circuit level 

before any Methodist church can reopen. A copy of completed Risk Assessments should be available at 

the church for inspection and if possible, posted on  church website, facebook etc. A Covid-19 Secure 

certificate needs to be displayed at all entrances/exits. 

• Decide which day(s) and times of opening? Do people need to pre-book a slot if vulnerable or shielding? 

• Churches are not permitted to open for Individual prayer on Sunday mornings to avoid overcrowding. 

• Identify who is going to be on duty, do you require someone outside for queue control and another 

person inside the building to ensure social distancing and security? 

• Ensure that the building has been cleaned and aired before opening, in line with government guidelines. 

• Flush through all water systems – run taps for 20 minutes, flush toilets, run dishwashers through with 

cleaner on a cleaning cycle. (flush toilets and run taps for 5 minutes weekly) 

• Choose one entrance and exit point. 

• In the entrances/exits, 2m (*or current social distancing  guidelines)  distances must be clearly marked 

on the floor, as these areas may be more susceptible to people congregating. 

• Hand sanitisers should be placed at entrances/exits with signage about good hygiene/handwashing 

• A small number of face masks should be available for people if they haven’t got one. 

• Consider which part(s) of the building to open, is it easier to manage the hall rather than the worship 

area? 

• Introduce a one-way flow in and out of the premises with appropriate floor markings or signage, with 

restrictions on accessing non-essential areas. 

• Reduce cleaning by restrict access to certain parts of the church required. If the church building has been 

closed for 72 hours between periods of being open then there is no need for extra deep cleaning to 

remove the virus from surfaces, however normal cleaning will be required. 

• Provide all users of the building with information on the procedures & guidance, use good signage. 

• Use suitable temporary markings on pew seating or arrange loose seating to maintain the minimum 

social distance of 2m* between people (this should include adjacent, in front and behind). This could be 

adaptable for those from the same household. 

• Remove all hymnbooks, bibles,  books, leaflets  and other printed material (these should be stored away 

in other rooms or cupboards away from areas people have access to); any words or texts should be 

displayed using a projector or individual printed sheets which must be taken home after use. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-places-of-worship-during-the-pandemic/covid-19-guidance-for-the-safe-use-of-places-of-worship-during-the-pandemic


• Remove all unnecessary objects/items from the space including pens and paper, tables, toys and books 

from children corners etc, if possible store tables in other rooms or cupboards away from areas that will 

be used, including any worship objects that could be touched, such as prayer stations/books. 

• Cash collections should be avoided especially when Churches reopen for Sunday worship 

• If toilets remain open, liquid soap dispensers and paper towels should be provided (please note the 

requirements for waste disposal, and cleaning) – it is not a requirement for toilets to be available. 

Whilst Open 

• Queue management is important so the flow of groups in and out of the premises can be carefully 

controlled, reducing the risk of congestion or contact. Steward(s) at the entrance should manage how 

people enter and exit the building; this may include monitoring seating spaces to avoid compromising 

social distancing. 

• Face coverings are encouraged to be worn, except for children under 2 years or children who find it 

difficult to manage successfully. 

• Test and trace - Record the names of those coming into the building ask if they have Covid-19 symptoms. 

• Before and after use, entrance/exit/corridors, and worship area should be cleaned, and toilets deep 

cleaned. – special attention to door handles, backs of chairs / pews and pew ends, communion rails, 

light switches, handrails and other areas people are likely to have touched. All rubbish should be double 

bagged and removed at the end of each session. 

• Before, during and after use of the worship area, leave all internal doors open, including corridors. 

• Open windows when the building is open to improve ventilation. 

• Cushions and kneelers can be retained as long as Manging Trustees are satisfied that they can be suitably 

cleaned after the building is used; otherwise they should be stored away. 

• Individual worshipers can bring their own books but must take them away again. 

• Individuals should also avoid touching others or property belonging to others. 

• The use of recorded music is acceptable, but no hymn singing, organ practice should not happen whilst 

the building is open to the community to avoid this. 

• Parents or guardians should ensure children maintain social distancing and supervised at all times. 

• No food or drink should be available.  

Transport to Church  (government guidelines 14th June 2020) 

Car sharing with other people outside your household is not permitted by the government. 

Vulnerable/shielded persons (government guidelines 14th June 2020) 

Certain groups of people are at increased risk of severe disease from COVID-19, including people who are 
aged 70 or older (regardless of medical conditions) and therefore not currently advised to attend places 
of worship. 

Shielded patients are not advised to meet more than one person from outside of their own household, 
and therefore not currently advised to attend places of worship. 

Anyone who wishes to pray but cannot be accommodated safely, then alternatives should be considered, 
such as visiting the church by appointment. 

Communication (government guidelines 14th June 2020) 

You may wish to make the government’s information on COVID-19 available to your community and 
others, in order to challenge unhelpful misinformation. 

Places of worship and faith leaders should consider how guidance can be communicated to visitors, 
including before they visit, in a way that is accessible and appropriate for the cultures, languages and 
reading levels of communities served by the place of worship. 

Guidance issued 15th June 2020  


