
 
 

       

         COVID-19 UPDATE FOR CHURCHES  
November 2020 Lockdown 

We encourage our people to take care and to look after themselves, 
and in doing so watch over one another in love through our prayers & 

worship during this time. 

--------------------------------------  

The new National Restrictions that came into effect on 5th November contains Restrictions on leaving 
home.  No person may leave or be outside of the place where they are living without reasonable excuse. 

For the duration of the UK Government’s lockdown restrictions across England starting 5 November, this 
guidance overrides previous guidance and is compiled from a number of sources to provide continuity 
across the Circuit. We need to take into account it not just the venue but the nature of the activity as to 
which set of guidelines should be followed.   We commend to all the challenge of the Welsh First Minister, 
who is encouraging people to think more about doing the right thing to keep ourselves and others safe from 
Covid-19, rather than forensically examining the latest guidance wondering how far a rule can be pushed 
or where we might find a loophole to exploit. Whilst we deeply value meeting together for worship, 
fellowship and other purposes, we want to ask people to consider what is the best path to follow, not 
necessarily the one that we can “get away with.”   

Our Chair of District writes  “ I know that the decision to close churches again will be a disappointment for 
many, but with nearly 619,000 people currently affected in the UK with the Covid-19 virus and a death in 
England the equivalent of every 15 minutes, twenty four hours per day from coronavirus, the importance of 
absolute adherence to the rules cannot be over-stressed. There are, of course, legal exceptions for a full 
lockdown of our buildings, including our ancillary premises, such as for private prayer (which is not generally 
part of our tradition) but these should, only be used in exceptional cases and in line with legal requirements 
and Methodist Church advice. The lessons already learned about re-opening church buildings will stand us 
in good stead when current restrictions begin to ease but, as ever, I urge a cautious approach that puts 
safety before all other considerations”. 

With shorter days and darker nights as we move towards winter, these will be challenging times for many 
in our churches and wider communities. Many people are tired, and some are anxious, and it is important 
that we look after each other in love to the best of our abilities as we work through this pandemic.  

This guidance will be update once lockdown restrictions are removed or other guidance becomes available. 

As part of the new restrictions, Places of Worship and their ancillary accommodation will have to close or 
remain closed for congregational worship and all other user groups, except for the following: 

1. Individual Prayer 

2. To broadcast acts of worship 

3. Formal childcare or where part of a school (including OFSTED registered early years settings) 

4. Essential voluntary and Public services. 

5. Support Groups   

6. Place of work where the work cannot be carried out at home  

7. Repairs or construction work that is being undertaken 

8. Community cafés providing a take-away service only 

Unfortunately wedding ceremonies are not be permitted to take place, funerals should continue to take 
place at the crematorium and not in our buildings. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/new-national-restrictions-from-5-november


 
 

 
1. Private Prayer 

All communal worship on church premises, either indoors, outdoors, or off the premises must cease (eg 
Parks, other buildings). Churches buildings may open for private prayer, but under no circumstances should 
prayers/readings etc be led from the front. Individuals or a group from the same household may use the 
building for prayer at the same time but must not have social interaction with others. All the previous advice 
on use of the building, Test & Trace, social distancing and hygiene in our guidance on opening churches 
must be adhered to. Social distancing and the wearing of face coverings remain mandatory in churches. 
Aids to prayer such as books or prayer sheets must be either brought and taken away by the worshipper or 
be single-use and disposed of by the worshipper. 
 

2. Broadcasting – live streaming 
Sharing services online is an exciting opportunity to reach out, however, it should be balanced with 
continuing to provide a safe and secure environment for all. Some members of our community may not feel 
comfortable appearing in video, and for others it may compromise their safety. 
 
Under the new National Restrictions it is still possible to live stream from a Place of Worship. 

• Only those involved who are essential for the content of the service, and for technical support 
should be present.  

• If musicians or singers usually form part of the act of worship that is being broadcast, they may 
participate but only if they are essential to the delivery of that act of worship. The numbers or 
people involved should be kept as small as possible to minimise risks and participants should follow 
social distancing guidance.  

• Licensing of music – this is key to ensure you can use the music you wish, whether live streaming 
or sharing a recording. 

• Live musicians and streaming. You will need to have specific agreement with musicians involved in 
the service that they are willing to be included in a livestream or recording. This will need to be 
established in advance. 

• Updated Safeguarding & GDPR, Privacy guidance will follow 

• For services or events where you want to reach to a large number of people, broadcasting to a 
social media platform such as Facebook, YouTube or Instagram is ideal. Choose one which your 
community frequently use to make it easier for them to find. 

• For more interactive or private meetings such as social gatherings, prayer meetings or bible studies 
which involve a smaller group who want to see and interact with each other, a video conferencing 
platform such as Zoom is ideal as it has the option to use a password to enter the meeting room. 
 

3. Formal Childcare 
Childcare provided by a person registered under Part 3 of the Childcare Act 2006, ie Ofsted registered Pre-
schools/nurseries  or: 
 

• formal childcare to enable parents/guardians to attend work, training or searching for work.  

• for respite care, including for vulnerable children. 

All other out of school activities, not being primarily used by parents for these purposes, should close for 
face-to-face provision for the duration of the national restrictions. 

4. Essential voluntary and public services 

Such as blood donation or food banks, support of the homeless and support in an emergency crisis.  

 

5. Support Groups 
Support groups for up to 15 people. The 15 people does not need to include children under 5, participant’s 
carers or those working to provide the group. Support groups are defined as groups: 

• providing mutual aid, therapy or other form of support 

• victims of crime,  

• those recovering from addictions, (AA & NA) 



 
 

• new parents, (NCT) 

• those facing issues related to their sexuality or identity 

• those who have suffered bereavement, (Cruise)  

• Youth Support Services for vulnerable young people who need to have 1:1 with Youth Workers. 

Pastoral Visiting/care 
We appreciate how costly it is for those offering and receiving pastoral care to have further restrictions 
placed upon them. We encourage you to do all you can to demonstrate that you take the safety of others 
seriously. Yet we also pray for creative inspiration so we may continue, within the guidelines, to 
demonstrate God’s love and care to those we live among.  
 
Pastoral visits should continue by telephone or Zoom etc, including funeral visits. It is possible where there 
is a Pastoral emergency (under section 11. 4b) to meet someone outside in a public place, however this 
may not be the most conducive means of support. (Please note it is illegal to meet in a private garden) 
Currently hospital and residential home visits are problematic, and we suggest you contact the 
hospital/home in the first instance as the guidelines change on a day to day basis for advice. 
Please continue to keep in contact with people as much as possible during the coming few weeks. 
 

 
6. Places of Work  

Some of our building provide spaces for people to work from. This would include those providing Adult 
training courses and workshops, NHS provisions. In such circumstances it is possible for people to continue 
working from our premises, so long as it is not a restricted business,  Risk Assessments are in place and the 
government guidance for workplaces is followed (Section 4) . In general the Health Protection Regulations 
require people to remain at home. 

 
 

7. Repairs, cleaners, construction work – building maintenance  
Exemptions allow contractors to carry out repairs, routine maintenance on church buildings/property. If 
you have inspections arranged (eg gas, electrical inspections) these should continue. The guidelines 
previous issued regarding caring for buildings that are shut during lockdown should also be followed. Ie, a 
weekly visit by an appointed person where taps should be run, toilets flushed etc to avoid Legionnaires. 
Anyone entering our premises must use the NHS Test & Trace QR code or sign the register.  
 
Where support groups continue to use our premises under the above exemptions, it is important in areas  
not used (eg. kitchens) that running taps, flushing toilets are covered in the cleaning regime.  
 
It will be important as the weather gets colder that background heat is left on to avoid frost damage to the 
heating system and premises. 
 

8. Community cafés providing a take-away service only 

The only premises that should be providing such services are, Withywood church and The Methodist Centre. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guidance issued 8th November 2020 


